
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                           December 17, 2017 
  
THIRD  SUNDAY  IN  ADVENT 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Lighting the Third Advent Candle 
 Hymn – 4 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I can consider the thought that my life is not the 
way I want it to be or it should be, but I can do so only for a 
short time.  I am allergic to this thought, and any time it 
presents itself I mechanically push the thought aside.  Instead 
of taking the thought seriously, I return to finding a way to fix 
my life, to bring my life more in line with the way I imagine it or 
inherited it.  I waste a lot of time working to make my life what 
I want it to be or it should be.  I say “waste” because my efforts 
fail to achieve what I desire.  My life is not what I want, nor is it 
what it should be, and I do not know what to do other than 
keep trying.  I am weary of the effort, and wearied by the 
effort. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 463 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 13 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Lunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for December 24, 2017  
Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96 or Luke 1:46b-55; 

Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 (15-20). 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday is both the Fourth Sunday in Advent and 
Christmas Eve.  We will celebrate both at the morning service. 
 The banner of a green tree on the wall in the coffee room is for 
Christmas cards to the people in the congregation. 
 It is the time we consider the finances for our congregation for 
the coming year.  There is a letter giving information about this on 
the table in the coffee room, and also pledge cards. 
 Copies of the 2017-2018 Presbyterian Giving Catalog are on the 
table in the coffee room. 
 An article concerning Christ the King/Reign of Christ is on the 
table in the coffee room. 
 During the Seasons of Advent and Christmas we are invited to 
bring foods that are associated with these seasons, perhaps from 
our family tradition. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 
 
Ushers: Jenny Goldgur and Rizky Thomas. 
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Third Sunday of Advent 
Advent begins as a time of sorrow/remorse/regret over 
the realization that we do not have the life we want or the 
life we are supposed to have. 
 
As this experience deepens, we are lead into taking 
seriously the idea that the reason this is so is because we 
have done things, or not done things, which largely 
contributed to this being the case, and beginning to feel 
the guilt that comes with this awareness. This guilt is the 
motivation for continual efforts to correct what we have 
done or failed to do, in the belief that these labors will 
change our life for the better. 
 
What we learn from these endeavors is that they are to no 
avail, in that they do not actually bring us the life we want 
or believe we should have. All they do is increase and 
extend the efforts to have the life we want or believe we 
should have. In the middle of Advent, we come to the 
place of facing the reality that we do not have the life we 
want or believe we should have, and also the reality that 
our efforts to fix this situation do not actually fix anything. 
And, we realize we do not know what else to do. 
 
There is one more Sunday in Advent, which highlights a 
door out of this dilemma, a door we do not anticipate 
because it does not involve our doing what we always do, 
which is to fix what we believe is not working. 

 [Jim Robie – 12/12/17] 
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THIRD  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT    [John 1:6-8, 19-28] 
 God intends to “redeem” us and “save” us. In modern language: 
God’s intention is to have us experience the fullness of our personal 
life, which includes our continuing to experience the elements of 
our life of which we are conscious, and also our coming to 
experience the elements of our life of which we are not conscious, 
so that our life becomes less internally conflicted and who we are 
outwardly becomes more congruent with who we are inwardly. 
There are thoughts, feelings, memories, concepts, values, etc. 
which operate in us, which influence and impact us, about which 
we have no awareness, and God intends to make us aware of 
them—this is the basic idea contained in the word “redeem.” The 
consequence of this disclosing is that our conscious life becomes a 
more accurate reflection of our actual life, with the result that it is 
less necessary for us to live the life we inherited and/or decided on 
when we were younger. This shift will help us not wear out so 
completely from making the effort to be someone other than who 
we essentially are—this is the basic idea contained in the word 
“save.” 
 Advent as a whole describes four different internal events, 
through which we are taken, and which together make us receptive 
to what God does to redeem and save us. The first of these has to 
do with the erosion of our sense of self [Mark 13:24-37] by the 
arrival of the awareness that we are not the person we thought we 
were, i.e. the person we want to be or are supposed to be. We 
begin to become aware that we have feelings and thoughts, ideas 
and dreams/wishes that do not fit with the notion of the person we 
want to be or believe we should be. 
 What follows this is described in the two narratives about John 
the Baptist, one last week and one this week, describe two further 
components of what makes us receptive to being “redeemed” and 
“saved.” To make John the Baptist a reality in our thought-world 
we will internalize him so that he becomes something we 
experience as an internal event. To do this, I suggest we think of 
John as a developmental stage which is brought to our 
mental/emotional life. The first part of this development, 
described in the Gospel reading for the Second Sunday in Advent 

[Mark 1:1-8], comes in the form of a thought or an insight which 
arrives in the middle of the awareness that our life is not what we 
want or believe it should be. This insight informs us that the 
uneasiness or disruption we experience is because we have done or 
not done something. This is a huge advancement over the 
understanding that our life is as it is because of things like fate, 
destiny, the will of the gods, karma, or our scripting, which are 
things we cannot influence or control. If it is the case that our life is 
as it is because of something we have done or not done, then it 
becomes possible that there is something we might do which will 
change our life for the better—we can stop doing whatever, or 
begin to do whatever, and our doing so will change our situation 
and free us from the feelings we are having by sending them away. 
John represents what we would describe as an urging to immerse 
ourselves in the guilt we feel [guilt is the feeling of being culpable 
or responsible for something], as a way to motivate us to discover 
what needs to be changed and then make the required changes and 
get relief. John the Baptist is the name in mythology for what we 
experience as the awareness that the reason we do not have the 
prize in life is because we have missed the mark by doing something 
or not doing something, and that this condition can be reversed by 
using the guilt we feel to motivate our efforts to do differently. The 
appearance of this idea, and our responding to it, is an essential part 
in preparing us for the fullness of our life which God will give to us. 
 The second part of the development represented by John the 
Baptist is another insight which dramatically impacts the first. This 
is portrayed in the Gospel reading for the Third Sunday in Advent 
[John 1:6-8, 19-28]. In this reading, John makes the statement that 
what he represents is not the way. In John 1:6-8 it says: “There was 
a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness 
to testify to the light.... He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world.” In other years, the reading is that John is in 
prison, or that John is beheaded. The message is the same—that is, 
what John represents gets us ready for what God will do to bring us 
the fullness of our life, and is not directly how the fullness of our life 
will come to us. When asked who he was, John replies: “I am the 



voice of one crying aloud in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way 
of the Lord.’” The insights which John is, straighten our 
understanding about how God will accomplish what God intends. 
To state in contemporary concepts the insight which is the second 
part of what John represents: we realize that being motivated by 
guilt to make changes in the way we live does not produce any 
effective or substantial change. The most it does is energize us to 
try harder to become what we want to be or believe we should be. 
However, it does not address the reality that what we want to be 
or believe we should be is an inadequate expression of the person 
we essentially are, and therefore is basically the cause of the issue 
we face—that the way we live is unbalanced and the effort to live 
it wears us out. What the third Sunday of Advent highlights is that 
the guidance of John the Baptist is a trap, one that fails to improve 
our life in any substantial way, and does not directly bring us the 
fullness of our life. 
 If the insight of the Second Sunday of Advent was hopeful, giving 
us the idea that we can make the effort to discover what we have 
done or not done so that our life is not working well, and then make 
changes to the way we live which will fix that, the insight of the 
Third Sunday of Advent is much less hopeful. Basically, we realize 
that coming at life in this way is not sufficient to having a life that 
is fuller and more satisfying. The problem we are left with at the 
end of the Third Sunday of Advent is that we do not know another 
way to come at life, or even if there is another way. 
 However, there is another Sunday in the journey through 
Advent, and its text will describe a door we do not anticipate, a 
door that restores hope in an unexpected way. 

 [Jim Robie, 12-13-17, 3rd in Advent, Cycle B, John 1:6-8, 19-28] 
 
 


